an 


‘thofe CuurcHEs are 


| 


| j=, 


Ted ANABAPT IsTs; 


mm to examine by the salt of the Word 
of Truth : As likewife for the taking off thofe 
afperfions which are frequently both in a and , 


Print, (although unjuftly) upon | them. 


ow 


wee but fpeake the things which wee bave 


To the di and to the tefiemony , ef they fpeske not secring to 
this Rule, st ss becaufe there és no light in a: ‘ 


But wee pad the fent 
in our 
who delivered us from fo great a death, and doth in 
wee truft that be well yet delsver. 


Act's 4 20. 


Isat. 8. 30. 


2 Cor. I. I> ) For 
ence of death sm our felves , that wee 2 fhould n not 


our febves, but sn the living God, which raifeth the dead. 
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ALL THAT 
The lifting up of the Name of the © 


Lorp Jesus in finceritie, the poore defpi- 


fed Churches of God in Londox {end greeting, — 
with prayers for cheir farther increafe in the 
knowledge of Curist Jesus. 


E E queflion not bus that it will feeme firange to many men, 
that fuch wee ure frequently termed to be, lying under that 
VARY calumny and black brand of Heretickes 5 and fowers of die 

vision as wee doe , fhould prefime to appeare fo publickly as 

vow wee bzve done : But yet notwithftanding wee may well 
xy, to give aufwer to fuch, mbat David faid to hin brother, 
when the Lords battel was a fighting, 1Sam.29.30.Is there notacaule? — 


Surely, if ever poople bad cauje to fpeake for the vindicasion of tbe truth af 


Chrift ix their bands, wee have, that being indeed the maine wheele at this 
time that fets us aworke ; for bad any thing by men been tranfalted againft 
our perfons onely , wee could gue ba fitten ftill, and committed our Canfe 
to bim who is a righteous Fudge, who will in the great day judge the fecrets of 
all mens bearts by Fefws Chrift : But being it is not onely ws, but the Truth pre 
feffed by us ,wee cannot, wee dare not but fpeake ; it is no ftrange thing ta any 
obferving man, what {ad changes are laid, not onely by the world, that 
nut God, but alo by thofe that thinke them{elues much wronged, if they be not 
looked upon as the chiefe Worthies of the Church of God, and Watchmen of the 
Citie : But it hath fared with us from them, as from the poore Sponfe seeking 
her Beloved, Cant. 5.657. They finding ws out of that common road-way 

themfelves walke, have {mote ws and taken away our vaile , that fo wee may by 
them be recmmmennaab odious in the eyes af all that bebold ws, andin thehearts 
of all that thinke pon us, which they bave daue both in Pulpit and Print, 
charging ws with holding Free-will, Falling away fiom grace, denying Origi- 
nall ftnne , d{claiming of Magiftracy, denying to affift them either in perfons 

| A2 or 


| 


~- 
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To all Chriftian Readers. 


ar lawfull Commands,doing nnfeemly in the difpen- 
fing the Ordinance of Sl not to be n. aa amongst Chriftians: All 
which Charges wee difclaime as untrue, though by reafon of thefe 
calamnies caft uponus., many that feare God are difcow aged and foreftalled 
in harbouring a good af us or wb zt wee profeffe ; and many that 
not incouraged , if they can finde the place of oxr mecting, to 
sogetber im Clufters to fione looking us Peaple holding 
things, a that wee are not worthy 3 to live ; Wee have therefare for the cleering 
ef the truth wee profeffe, that it maybe at libersie, though wee be in bonds, 
briefly a a Canfeffion of om Faith, as deftring all that feare God 
only confider whether ( if they com comp are here and confe in the 
prefence of the Lard Fefus and bis Saints men have not with their tongues in 
Pulpit, and pens in Print, both fpoken and written things that are contrary to 
truth ; but seee know our God in bis orpne time will cleere our Caufe, and lift 
up bis Sonne t0 make bim the chiefe corner-ftone , thouzh he bas been ( or now 
Should be ) rejetted of Mafter Builders. And becaufe it may be comcived, that 
what is here publifbed, may be but the Fudgement of fome ume particu zr Con= 
Bregation, moré-refined then the reff 5 dov therefore here fubferibe it, fome 
of each body in the name, and by the appointment of {even Congregations, 
who see be i in of our bodies, for comveniency 
fake, being as many as can xvell meete togetber in one place, yet are all one in 
Communion, holding Fefus Chrift bead Lord ; under whofe go- 
vernment see defire alone to in following rhe Lambe wherefoever he 
goeth ; and weve beleeve the Lord will daily caufe trath more to appeare in the 
hearts of bis Saints, axd make them afbamed of their folly in the Land of 
their Nativitie , that fo they may with one fb 9 more ftudie to lift up the 
Name of the Lord Fefus, and ftand for bis appointments and Lawes ; which 


63 the defires and prayers of the consemned Clawrcies Chrijt in London 
for all Saints. 


Subfcribed in the Names of feven Churches in Londox. 


william K iffen. Thomas Skippard. Thomas Killeop, 
Thomas Patience. | Thomas Munday. Hobfon. 
Sprtsbery. Thomas Gunne. | Thomas Goare. 


George ‘Mabbatt. Fofeph Phelpes. 
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which are commonly (though falfly ) 
called ANABAPTISTS. 
Hat Gon as he is in himfelfe, cannot 


| 
be comprehended of any but himfelfe, 

*dwelling in that inacceffible light, that 
| no eye can attaine unto, whom never man 


| 


BS 43 faw, nor can fee; that there is but® one 1 Cor.11.4,5, 


God, one Chrift, one Spirit, one Faith, 
one Baprifme ; * one Rule of holineffe and obedtence for é: rime. 5, 
21] Saints, at all times, in all places to be obferved. aett 
| Oe, 
I hi 2 Tim. 3.39, 


That God is *of himfelfe, that is, neither from ano- aEf 44.67, 
ther, nor of another, nor by another, nor for another; * 43-+'- 
* Bur is a Spirit, who as his being is of himfelfe, fo he 4 toln¢ 14. 
gives ‘being, tay and prefervation to all other ¢Exod.s.14, 
things, being in himfelfe eternall, moftholy,everyway = 
infinite in greatneffe,wifdome,power, juftice,zoodnefie, ¢Rom.t1,36. 
truth, &c. In this God-head, there is the Father, thie 4%!7: 

Sonne, and the Spirit; beingeveryoneofthemoneand = 
the fame God; and therefore not divided; but diftingui- .. 64.9. 
fhed one from another by their feverall’ properties ; the /Pro8.as,2¢. 
*Father being from bimfelfe, the‘ Sonne of the Father 13. 
fromeverla(jing, the holys Spirit proceeding fromthe ion 
Father and the Sonne. | Gah 4.65 


THE 


Faith. 

That God hath * decreed in himfelfe from everlatting 

Htom.1'.$# touching all things, effe€tually to work and difpofe them 
Mact 01930 “according to the counfell of his owne will, to the glory 
Eph.t.11. Of his Name;in which decree appeareth his wifdome,con- 
Col, 2. 3, ftancy, truth,and faithfulneffe; * Wifdome is that where- 
dNum.3.19, by he contrives all things ; 4 Conftancy is that whereb 
the decree of God remaines alwayes immutable ;* Trut 
0 al *' is that whereby he declares that alone which he hath de- 
\ creed, and though his fayings may feeme to found fome- 
7Efa.44.10. times another thing, yet the fenfe of them doth alwayes 
SEN B59 agree with the decree ; * Faithfulneffe is that whereby he 
2Tim.t.9. efects that he hath decreed, as he hath decreed. And 
ts 13.48. touching his creature man, God had in Chrift before 


3. . . 
i) ae vex oT the foundation of the world, according to the good plea- 


x6. fure of his will, foreordained fome men to eternall life 
hens. hy through Jefus Chrift, to the praife and glory of his 
Prov, 16. 4. Brace, leaving the reft in their finne to their juft con- 
ory demnation, to the praife Juftice. 
‘In the beginning God made all things very good: 
¢Gen.t.26 created man after his own ® Image and likeneffe, filling 


ee 5"? him with all perfection of all natural excellency and up- 


Ecclel 7. 31, rightnefe, free from all finne. * But long he abode not in 
honour, but by the fubtiltic of the Serpent, which 
. sane 3. Satan ufed as his inftrument, himfelfe with bis Angels 
g2Pe.>. 4 having finned before, and not * kept their firft cftate, but 
Jefttheir owne habitation; firft' £ve, then Adam being 
fGen.3.1,2,6 feduced did wittingly and willingly fall into difobedience 
| and tranfi reffion of the Commandement of their great 
Gal.g.23. Creator, for the which death came upon all, and reigned 
gRom-s.t2, Over all, fo that all fince the Fallare conceived in finne, 
Wd in 2 and brought forth in iniquitie, and fo by nature children 
Ofwrath, and fervants of finne,fubjeds of death, and all 


Rom, | other 
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Faith. 
other calamities due to finne in this world and for ever, 


being confidered in the ftate of nature; without relation 
to Chritt. 


All mankind being thus fallen,and become altogether | 
dead in finnes and and fubje& tothe eternall 
wrath ofthe great God by tranfgreffion, yet the 
which God hath «lovedwich aneverlafting love, ree gens. 
deemed, quickned, and faved, not by themfelves, neither Eph-t. 3,7. 
by their own workes, left any man fhould boaft himfelfe, neste 9 | : 
~ but wholly and onely by God of ¢ his free grace and mer- A@s 13.38. 

cic through Jefus Chrift, who of God is made unto us £7? Cor-t. 30. 
wifdome, righteoufneffe, fan@ification and redempti- 
on, that as it iswritten, Hee that rejoyceth, let him re- Jer.9.23,24: 


joyce in the Lord. | 
Vi. 


a This therefore is life eternall, to know the onely true ¢Jo.'74. 
God, and whom he hath fent Jefus Chrift.* And on the joa32% 
contrary,the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire 62 Theffjs.8. 
tothem that know not God, and obey notthe Gofpel of )%33® 


our Lord lefus Chrift. 


The Rule of this Knowledge, Faith, and Obedience, Jonesy... 
concerning the worfhip and fervice of God, and all other + Tim, is... 
Chriftian duties, is not mans inventions, opinions, devi- 
ees, lawes, conftitutions, or traditions unwritten whatfo- Men 


ever, but onely the word of Gad contained in the Cano- 


nicall Scriptures. - 
| VIII. 
In this written Word God hath plainly revealed ,4,,,,,,, - 
whatfoever he haththought needfull for us to know, be- Heb.1.1,9. a 
leeve, and ar touching the Nature and Office Tim.3-14, 


of Chrift, in whom all the promufes are Yea and Amen ié1.0, 
tothe praife o {God. 


Touching 


| 


a Gen.3.! Se 


The 


Touching the Lord Jefus, of whom* CMofes and the © 
A9 
Danz13.& Prophets wrote, and whom the Apoftles is the 
Sonne of God the Father, the e of his 
the ingraven forme of his being, Godwith him andwith 
Colt: 1.15, his holy Spirit, by whom be made the world, by whom 
he upholds.and governes all the workes hee hath madc, 
Gal. 4. 4. | 
ots. who alfo*when the fulnefle of time was come, was made 
Rev.s,5. with man of a4 woman, of the Tribe of * Judah, of the feed of 


eAbrabamand David,to wit, of Mary that bleffed Vir- 


9.4. gin, by the holy Spirit comming upon her,and the power 
Mat. s6.with ofthe moft High overfhadowing her, and was alfo ‘ina!! 
Heb things likeuntous, finne onely excepted. 
| 

Bail. >.8. Touching hisOffice, « Jefus Chrift onely is made the 
uebg.ts. | Mediator of the new Covenant, even the everiafting Co- 


Joh.t4.6. yenant of grace between God and Man, to® be 


é ansats and fully the Prophet, Prieft and King of the Church of 


Efas.6,7. God forevermore. 
AGs §.31. X I. 


aProv.8.23.. Untothis Office hee was fore-ordained from everla- 


) fting, by thes authority ofthe Father, and in refpecé of 


Ee ata: y his Manhood, from the womb called and feparated, and 


4,$-& 61.1,2, anointed alfo moft fully and abundantly with all gilts 
3,withLuk.4- neceflary, God having without meafure poured the Spi- 
yrs rit upon him. | 

ag xii. | 

In this Call the Scripture holds forth two {pecial! 

things confiderable ; firft,the call to the Office ; fecondly, 

aneb.s.4s,6 the Officeit felf. Firft,that *none takes this honour but 

hethat is called of God,as was Aaron, fo alfo Chrift, it 

being an action efpecially of God the Father, whereby 

fpeciall covenant being made, hee ordaines his Sonne to 

this office: which Covenant is, that® Chrift fhould be 


made 


3.10, 
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made a Sacrifice for finne, that hee fhallfeehis feed, and 
prolong his dayes, and the pleafare ofthe Lord fhall cE fa.q2.1; 

rofper in his hand which calling therefore contains in 
it felfe * chufing, forc-ordaining, ‘fending. Chufing re- 9-7 1696 
{peéts the end, fore-ordaining the means, {ending the ex- rex ye? 
ecution it felf, all of meere grace,without any condition ease. 
fore-feen, either in men,or in Chrift himfelfe. | 


A 


XIII. 


| | 
So that th 's Office to be Mediator, that is,to be Pro- BS at 


phet, King ofthe Church of God,is fo proper pany.t,, 


to Chrift, as##either in the whole, norin any part there- A4-4.t2, 
of, it can be transferred from him to any other. | tohbeg 


XIV. 


This Office it felf towhich Chrift was called, is three- ¢Deut.18, rs, 
fold, of *a Prophet , of > Prieft, & of a King: this num- saa 
ber and orderof Officesis fhewed;firft, by mens necefli- tre, 3, 
ties gricvoufly “under ignoranc¢, by reafon 
whereof they ftand in infinit neceflity ofthe Prophetical 
ofice of Chrift to relieve them. Secondly, alienation fr6 
God, wherein they ftand in need of the Prieftly Officeto chr’ 7 
reconcile them : Thirdly, our futter difability to return Cal. 1.298) 
to him,by which they ftand in need of the power of Chrift range 


inhis Kingly Officetoaffiftand governthem. — 4 


| x Vi 


Touching the Prophefie of Chrift, it is that whereby , lob.t.18 & 
he hath ¢ perfectly revealed the whole will of God out of 1-4950.% 
the botome of the Farher,that ia needfall fog bis | 

| | to 


‘ 
¢ 
¥ 


f Col.2. 3° 


- Heb, 1,3. man. 


~ 
= 
—— 


The (onfefston 


| to know, beleeve, and obey; and therefore is called not 
23. 10. onely a Prophet and >a Door, andthe Apoftle of our 
ata. profeffion, and the ¢ Angel of the Covenant ; but alfo the 
verve wif’ome of God, and ‘the treafures of wifdome 


and underftanding. 


XV I.. 


That he might be fuch a Prophet as thereby to be every 


“eloh,u.38.& way compleat, itwas neceffary that he fhould bee * God, 


3 and withall alfo that he fhouldbe man ; for unleffe hee 


had been God, he could never have perfe@ly underftood 


61 Cor2a146. the will of God," neither had he been able to reveale it 


throughout allages ; andunleffe hee had been man, hee 


could not fitly bave unfolded it in his perfonto 


XVIL. 


Touching his Pricfthood, Chrift* being confecrated, 
pa.” *~ hath appeared once to put away finne by the offering and 
facrificeof him({elf,and to this end hath fully performed 


Glue . and fuffered all thofethings by which God, through the 


blood ofthat his Croffe 1n an acceptable facrifice, might 
reconcile his elea@ one!y;’ and having broken downe the 
Rom.83,. partition wall,andtherwith finifhed & removed all thofe 
| ites, Shadowes, and Ceremonies, is now entred within 
the Vaile, intothe Holy of Holieft, that is, to the very 

Heavens, and prefence of God, where he for ever liveth 

and fitteth atthe right hand of Majefty, appearing before 

the face of his Father to make interceffion for fuchas 

come tothe Throne of Grace by that new and living way; 
cxPecs.s. and not thar onely, makes‘hts people a f{piriruall 
 Floufe, an holy Priefthood, to‘offer up {pirituall facri- 
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The 
fice acceptable to God through him ; neither doth the 


Father accept, or Chrift offer tothe Father any other 
worfhip or worfhippers. 


XVIII. 


This Priefthood was not legal, or temporary, but ac- 
cording to the order of Melchifedec, not by a carnall 
commandement, but by the power of an endleffe life; 
¢ not by an order that is weak and lame, but ftable and per- «H¢b-7- 18.1% 


feé&;not for a4 time;but for ever, admitting no fucceflor, diteb-y. 34, 35 
but perpetuall and properto Chrift,andof himthatever 
liveth. Chrift himfelfe was the Prieft, Sacrifice and Al- 

tar: he was Prieit, according to both natures, hee was a 
facrifice moft properly according to his humane nature: = 

f whence in the Scripture it is wont to be attributed to his fHtebto. ra, 
body,to his blood; yet thechiefe force whereby this fa- co. 03%” 


Col. 1,20, a3, 
crifice was made effectuall, did depend upon his € divine #33:'* 
nature, namely, that the Sonne of God did offer himfelfe £8. 20, 23. 


for us: he was the Altar properly according to his di- 14. & 
nature, it belonging to the Altar to fan@ifie that 
which is offered upon it, and fo it oughtto be of greater toha719. 


dignity then the Sacrifice it felfe. 


XIX. 


Touching his Kingdome,* Chrift being rifen from the « 1 Cor.t5.45 
dead, afcended into heaven, fat on rhe right hand of God Muscisser, 


the Father, having all power in heaven and earth, given eat ive 


unto him, he doth fpiritually govern his Church, exerci- sasx 11.8 5, 
fing his power over all Angels and Men, good and bad, sohnis 36. 


to the prefervation and falvation of the eleét,to the over- 4 


ruling and deftru@tion of his enemies, which are the Ke- Heb, 114 
| B John 147,1§. 
probates, 


3 
a 
a 
4 


Cor.t $.24, 33. 


2; his Saints, and tobe admired o 


¢ John 5.26.27. probates, «Communicating and applying the benefits, 
Vertue, and fruit of his Prophefieand Priefthood to his 
Gals.22.23- eleét, namely, tothe fubduing and taking away of their 
finnes, totheir juftification and adoption of Sonnes, re- 
generation , fanctification , prefervation and ftrengthe- 
ning in all their confliétsagainft Satan, the World, the 
Flefh, and the temptations of them,continually dwellin 
| in,governing and keeping their hearts in faith and filial 
d 13.41. & feare by his which given it, he never takes 
s0.38,29-& 4. away from them, but by it ftill begets and nourifheth in| 


Rom.r1.29. them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all heaven- 
| light in the foule unto immortality, notwithftanding 
wits our own unbeliefe,and the temptations of Satan, 
the fenfible fight of this light and love be clouded and 
overwhelmed for the time. * Andon thecontrary, ruling 
in the world enemies, allthe of 
ses'6&,», Wrath, limiting,ufing,reftraining them by his mighty po- 
-wer,as feems ar in his divine & inftice the 
sbeus.chap. execution of his determinate counfell, delivering them 
upto areprobate mind,to be kept through their own de- 


ferts,in darknefle and fenfuality uato judgement. 


XX, 


This Kingdome fhall be then fully perfected when hee 
fhallthe fecond time come in Bory to reigne amongtt 
all them which doe be- 

John 19.32, 26, Leeve, when he fhall put dewne all rule and authority un- 
- der his feet, that the glory ofthe Father may be fulland 
rfe&ly manifeftedin his Sonne, and the glory of the 


ther and the Sonne in all his members. 


That 
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That Chri Jefias by his death did bring forth falva- sre. 
tion and reconciliation onely for the* cle&, which were 
thofe which*God the Father gave him; & that the Gofpel. 3.25: 


bjJoh.17,2.with 


whichis tobe preached to all men as the ground of faith, 6,5. 


is,that Iefus is the Chrift, the Sonne of the ever-bleffed 


God, filled with the perfection of atl heavenly and pi- 6.69.&% 9. 


30.31. 


rituall excellencies, and that falvation is onely and alone 1iekn 5.11. 
to be had through the belceving in his Name. | 4 


That Faith is the* giftof God wrought in the hearts ¢ph.2.s. 
ofthe cle@ by the Spiritof God, whereby they come to ‘7"7?'** 
fee, know,and beleeve the truth of > the Scriptures, & not re | 
onely fo, but the excellencie of them above all other wri- 4 Toh,19.17. 
tings and things in the world, as they hold forth theglory icin 
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chrift in his ik 
nature and offices, and the power of the fulneffe of the 

Spiritin its workings and operations ; and thereupon 

are inabled tocaft the weight of their foules upon this 


truth thus beleeved. 
XXIIL 


Thofe that have this pretious faith wrought in themy 
by the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away; and Jeba13.1. rs, 
though many ftormes and floods do arife and beat againft. Bt 49-1),%4, 
them, yet they fhall never be able to take them off that **"* 
foundation and rock which by faiththey are faftened up- 


op, but fhallbe kept by the power of God to falvation, 
where 


| 


Eph.t.19. Chrift from the dead. 


ftant renewed ‘operation from 


where they fhallenjoy their purchafed poffeffion, they 
being formerly engraven upon the palms of Gods hands. 


XXIV. 


akom.to.i7, That faith is ordinarily begot by the preaching ofthe 
Gofpel, or word of Chrift, without refpe& to 

¢Rom.2.1, 2. power Or capacitie in the creature, but it is wholly © paf- 
Exck.16-6. five, being dead in finnes and tre{pa ffes, doth beleeve, and 


Rom,.3.12. 
py 16, is converted by no Icfle power, “then that which raifed 


. 


XXV. 


| That the tenders of the Gofpel to the converfion of 


aloh.3.14,'s finners, *is abfolutely freeyno way requiring,as abfolute- 
Bel de +) ly neceflary, any qualifications, preparations, terrors of 


loh.7. 37. the Law, or preceding Miniftery of the Law, but onely 


6s Tim-t.15- and alone the naked foule, as a finner and ungodly to re- 


ge ceive Chrift,as crucified, dead, and buried, and rifen a- 


¢A&.s.30,31 gaine, being made ‘a Prince and a Saviour for fuch fin- 


& 2. 36, 
Cor.t,23, ners. 


3 That the fame power that converts to faith in Chrift, 
the fame power carries on the* foule ftill through all du- 
tics, temptations, conflicts, fufferings, and continually 


61 Cor.1§.10 whatever a Chriftian is, he is BY berace, and by a cone 
od, without which he 


at Per. 1, 
2 Cor. 12.9. 


Joh. 15. §. 


- Gal.z.19,:0, Cannot performe any dutie to God, or undergoe any 
temptations from Satan, the world, or men. 


XXVII. 


That God the Father, and Sonne, and Spirit y is = . 
wait 
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beleevers, in their > fulneffe, in ‘relations, 4as ¢ 
On, 14.10.20, 


head and members, «as houfe and inhabitants , as‘ huf- 
band and wife, one with him, as slight and love, and one 6Col.2. 9,10. 


with him in his inheritance, and in all his" glory; and 
that all beleeyers by vertue of this union and oneneffe ¢joh.jo.17. 


with God, are the adopted fonnes of God, and heires 
OLT. 18, 


with Chrift, co-heires and joynt heires with him of the Eph $, 30 
inheritance of all the promufes of this life,and that which ¢ Eph. 2a. 


is to come. | 
‘a, 16.9. 

| 2 Cor. 11, 3, 

That thofe which have union with Chrift, are juftified i lok ey 


from all their finnes, pait, »prefent, and to come, bythe 1.7, 
eb, 10. 14, 


bloud of Chrift ; which juftification wee conceive tobe ,° 

a gracious and free acquittance of a guiltic, finfull crea- Cor. ¢, 19, 
ture, from all finby God, through the fatisfaétion that 23. 
Chrift hath made by his death ; and this applyed in the Teen 


manifeftation of it through faith. Rom ¢. 
| & 3.39. 20 
XX 

That all beleevers are a holy and *fanétified people, «1 Cor. 1.1, 


and that fanétification is a fpirituall race of the > new | ail 4 . 


Covenant, and effect of the «love of God, manifefted ¢+ joj, 4.16, 
tothe foule, whereby the beleever isin?truth and rea- 4Eph. 4. 24. 
litie feparated,both in foule and body, fromallfinneand 

dead workes, through the * bloud of the everlafting Co- ¢ Phil. 3.5. 
venant , whereby he alfo preffeth after a heaven and | ii} 
Evangelicall perfection , in obedience to all the 
mands, ‘which Chrift as head and King in this new Co- fMat, 28. 20, 
venant has prefcribed to him. 6 at Ee 


X Xi% 


All beleevers through the knowledge of «that Jufti- 


4 
j 
3 
A 


$4. To. 
& 26, 12. 


cEph.2.13,%4 
“WDhil, 4, 7. 


Rom. 5. 10, 
41. 


Eph.6. 10,05, 
12, 13. 

To. 3. 
Rey... 9, fo 


_ That Chrift hath here on earth a fpirituall Kingdome, 


Faith. 
fication of life given by the Father, and brought forth: 
by the bloud of Chrift, have this as their great privi- 
ledge of that new ° Covenant, peace with God, and re- 
conciliation, whereby they that were afarre off, were 
brought nigh by ‘that blond, and have ( as the Scripture 
fpeaks) peace ¢ paffing all underftanding, yea,joy in God, 
through our Lord Jetus Chrift, by «whom wee have re- 
ceived the Atonement. | 


XX XI. 


That all beleevers in the time of this life, are in a con- 
tinuall warfare, combate, and Gppofition againft finne, 
felfe, the world, and the Devill,and liable to all manner 
of affliGions, tribulations, and perfecutions, and fo 
fhall continue untill Chrift comes in his Kingdome, 
being predeftinated and appointed thereunto ; and what- 
foever the Saints, any of them doe poffefle or enjoy of 
God in this life, is onely by faith. 


XXXII. 
That the onely ftrength by which the Saints are ina- 


bled to incounter with all oppofition, and to overcome 
all affli&ions, temptations, perfecutions, and tryalls, is 


- onely by Jefus Chrift, whois the ym of their falva- 
u 


tion, being made perfec through fufferiogs, who hath 


_ ingaged his ftrength to affift them in all their afflictions, 


and touphold them under all their temptations, and to 
preferve them by his power to his ¢verlafting Kingdome. 


XXXITI. 


which | 
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The Faith. 
which isthe Church, which he hath purchafed and re- 41 Cor.1.s. 
deemed to himfelfe, as a peculiar inheritance : which 
Church, as it is vifible to us, is a company of vifible ag. 16. 18. 
Saints, called & feparated from the world, by the word ! Thef 1.9. 
and Spirit of God,to the vifible profeffion of the faith 17" 
of the Gofpel, being baptized into that faith, and joyned ¢ A&s x, 37. 
to the Lord, and each other, by mutuall agreement, in Wi A@sia 
the practical inJoyment of the‘ Ordinances, commanded 19. 


by Chrift their head and King. — | A& 20.24, > 
Mar. 18. 19, 
@ 4) V. | 
I Pet, 2. 5. 


To this Church he hath» made his promifes , and gi- «Mat. 28.18, 
ven the fignes of his Covenant, prefence, love, bleffing, Cree ig 
and prote¢tion : here are the fountains and f{prings of his » Efa, 9.16, 
heavenly grace continually flowing forth, thither ought Tim. 3.45. 
all men to come, of all eftates, that acknowledge him to 
be their Prophet,Prieft, and King, to be inrolled amonght 
his houfhold fervants, to be under his heavenly condu& 
and government, to lead their lives in his walled theep- Eph. 3.19, 
fold, and watered garden, to have communion here with 
the Saints,that they may be made to be partakers of their 
inheritance in the ingdomeOfGod. 


And all his fervants are called thither, to prefent thein 1 
bodies and foules, and to bring their gifts God hath gi- 8, 
ven them ; fo being come, they are here by himfelfe be- ‘pers 72" 
ftowed in their feverall order, peculiar place,due ufe, be- Eph. 4.16, 
in compa and knit together, according to the, ef- 6.19 
feébual working of every part, to the edification Of it tocecnd. 
felfe in love, 
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XXXVI. 
That being thus joyned, every Church has * gi- 
ven them from Chrift for their better well-being , to 
if echt choofe to themfelves meet perfons into the office of 
| bRom.12.7,8 b Paftors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons, being qualified ac- 
¢28 COrding to the Word,as thofe which has appoin- 
3Tim.g-chap. ted in his Teftament, for the feeding, governing, ferving, 
Heb 13.7. and building up of his Church, and that none other have 
Joie power to impofe them, either thefe or any other. 


XXX VII. 
Heb.s.4 That the Minifters aforefaid, lawfully called by the 
“Tim 4.14. Charch, where they are to adminifter , ought to conti- 
| > + nue in their calling, Gods Ordinance, and 
Baits. 7,% carefully to feed the flock of Chrift committed to them, 
He>13.7.17, not for filthy lucre,butofarcadyminde. 


XXXVIIL 


Gel. "That the due maintenance of the Officers aforefaid, 
Gal-6.6. fhouldbethe free and voluntary communication of the 


Church, that according to Chrifts Ordinance, they that 


1. preachthe Gofpel, fhould live on the Gofpel, and not by 
Phil.4.15,16- conftraint to be compelled from the people by a forced 


XXXIX. 


That Baptilme isan Ordinance of the new Teftament, 
Mark. 16, 36. siven by C Ons pro- 
feffing 
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The Faith. 


feffing faith, or that are oes or taugit, who upon Aas 2.37,38. 


of faith, ought to be bapti & 8. 36,37,38 
a pt h, oug ptiz 


| 


XL. 


The way and nvanner of the * difpenfing of this Ordi- aaeete | 


nance, the Scripture holds out to be dipping or plung- 


ing the whole body under water :it being a figne, muft an- yer wah 


fwer the thing fignified, which are thefe: firit,the ®wafh- conveniene 


ing the whole foule in the bloud of Chrift : Secondly, S™enubon 


that intereft the Saints have in the « death, buriall, and re- a seek ae, 


furrection ; thirdly,together witha 4confirmation ofour 24lubjea, 


faith, that as age as the body is buried under water, pies 9 - 
O 


and rifeth againe, fo certainly thall the bodies of the «Mat.3. 16, 
Saints be raffed by the power of Chrift, in the day of the Js r 

to reigne with Chrift. bay, | 

| & 7, | 

xm | vith 

cRom,6.3,4.6 

The per Sepa by Chrift, to difpenfe this Or- tS gia. 


dinance, t] ¢* Scriptures hold forth to be a preaching 16. 
-Difciple, it being no where tyedto a particular Church, Macs8.16,7 
Officer, orPerfon extraordinarily fent, the Commiffion , 18, 19. 


_injoyniog the adminiftration, being given to them under Aas 
no other confideration, but as confidered Difciples. Mat. 26. 36. 
XLII. 


Chrift has likewife given power to his whole Church a@sz. 47, 

to receive in and caft out, by way of Excommunication, Rom-r6. 2, 

any member ; and this power is given to particular Mam" 

Congregation, and not one particular perfon, cither 2 Cor.2,6,7, 

member or Officer, but the whole. 
\ C3 | | And 
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197,18, 
A&. 11.2, 3. 


Tims.19, 


20,21, 


. Rom 12,6. 


1 Pet.4.10,11 
I Cor, 12. 7. 
Thel $,17, 
98, 


Rev. 3. & 3. 
Chapters. 
15.12 
1 Cor.1. 10. 


 Ephel. 2. 16. 


@ 3.15.16. 
Heb. 25. 


Jude verf.a/. 


M atth 8.49. 
Cor.5-4, S- 


Faith. 


ought with great cate and tendéerneffe ; with d 
to proceed againit her members. 


Mat.18.16, And every particular member of each Church, how 
excellent, great, or learned foever, ought to be fubje& to 


his cenfure and judgement of Chrift ; and the Church 
ue advice 


 Andas Chrift for the *keeping of this Churcli in holy 
and orderly Communion, 


placeth fome fpeciall men 


Mar.a4.25. over the Church, who by their office are to governce, o- 
| iThefist4. verfee, vilit, watch; fo likewife for the betrer keeping 
6 Mark, 12. by th b 
thereof in all places, by the membets,he hath given 
Ga.ét, thoritie, and laid dutie upon all, to watch over one ano- 

1 Thel. 5.11. ther 
ver.3-20 
Heb.10.34,35 | 
& 13,18. 


That alfo fuch to whom God hath given gifts, being 
tryed in the Church, may and oughit by the appointment 


portion of faith, and fo toteach publickly the Word of 


God, for the edification, exhortation, and comfort of 
the Church. 


XLVI, 


ofthe Congregation, to prophelie, According to the pro- 


Thus being rightly gathered,eftablifhed,and ftill pro- 
ceeding in Chriftian communion, and obedience of the 
Gofpel of Chrift, none ought to feparate for faults and 
corruptions, which may, and as leng as the Church con- 
fifts of men fubje& to failings , will fall out and arife a- 


them, even in true conftituted Churches, untill 
they have in due order fought redreffe thereof. 


And 
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754 | XLVI. 


And although the particular Congregations be difting 


and feverall Bodies, every one as a compaé and knit Ci- 
tie in it {elfe; yet aréthey allto walk by one andthe fame 
Ruie, and by all meanes convenient to have the counfell 
and help one of another in all-needfull affaires of the 


Church, as members of one body in the common faith 


under Chritt their onely head. 
XLVIII. 


That a civill Magiftracie is an ordinance of God fet up 
by God for the punifhment of evill doers, and for the 
praife of them that doe well; and that in all lawfull things 
commanded bythem, fubjection ought to be given by us 
inthe Lord: andthat we are to make fupplication and 
prayer for Kings, and all that are in authority, that under 
them we may live a peaccable and quict life inall godlines 


and honefty, 
XLIX. 


The fupreme Magittracie of this Kingdome we beleeve 
tobe the King and Parliament freely chofen by rhe King- 
dome,and that in all thofe civill Lawes which have been 
aéted by them, or for the prefent is or (hall be ordained, 
we are bound to yeeld fubjeétion and obedience unto in 
the Lord,as conceiving our felves bound to defend both 
the perfons of thofe thus chofen, and all civill Lawes 
made by them,with our perfons,libertics,and eftates,with 
all that is called ours, although we fhould fuffer never fo 
much from them in not actively fubmitting to fome Ec- 


clefiafticall Lawes,which might be conccived by them oe 


£4.33,36. 
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Mattrh. 2206 

i Tim, 
& 6. 13,14. 
Rev.a2. 18. 1g, 
Col.2,6, 19, 
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Faith. 
be their duties to eftablith,which we for the prefentcould 


not fee,nor our confciences could fubmir unto; yet are 
we bound to yeeld our perfons totheir pleafures. _ 


L. 


And if God fhould provide fuch a mercie for us, as to 
¢ tims incline the Magiftrates hearts fo for to tender our con- 
Afse.3:  fciences, as that we might bee prote@&ed by them from 

wrong,injury,oppreffion and moleftation, which long we 
_ formerly have groaned under by the tyranny and oppref- 
fion of the Prelaticall Hierarchy, which God through 
mercy hath made this prefent King and Parliament won- 
derfull honourable, as an inftrument in his hand,to throw 
downe ; and we thereby have had‘fome breathing time, 
we fhall, we hope, look at itas amercy beyond our expe- 


Gation, and conceive our felves further engaged for ever 
to blefle God for it. a 


Ll. 


But if God with-hold the oh yin allowance and 
furtherance herein ; + yet we muft notwithftanding pro- 
20. 95. ceed together inChriftian communion,not daring to give 
Phil.t.27,28,29. place to fufpend our praétife,but towalk in obedience to 
Dan Chraft inthe profeffion and holding forth this faith be- 
fore mentioned ,even in the mid ft of all trialls and afti- 
Tim.s.13,14, not accounting our goods, lands, wives, children, 
Rom1:.1,8. fathers,mothers, brethren, fifters; yea, and our own lives 
scr 43% dear unto us, fo we may finifh our courfe with joy: re- 
‘ 
pea 96. membring alwayes we ought to? obey God rather then 
 menyand grounding upon the commandement, commiffi- 
grou 5 Up 
onand promife of our Lord and mafter Jefus Chrift,;who 


as 
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Confefsion Faith. 
as he hath all power in heaven and earth, fo alfo hath pro- 
mifed, if we keep his commandements which he hath gi- 
ven us,to be with us to the end of the world :and when we 


have finifhed our courfe, and kept the faith, to give us the 
crowne of rightcoufneffe which is laid up for all that 


love his appearing, and ro whom we muft give an account 


of all our ations, no man being able to difcharge us of 


Lil. 
And likewife unto all men is to be given whatfoever is 
their due ; tributes, cuftomes, and all fuch lawfull duties, 
ought willingly to bee by us = and performed, our 
lands, goods, and bodies, to fu 
the Lord, and the Magiftrate every way to bee acknow- 
ledged, reverenced,an obeyed, according to godlineffe ; 
not becaufe of wrath onely, but for confcience fake. And 
finally, all men fo to be efteemed and regarded, as is due 
and meet for mT place, age,eftate and condition. 

And thus wee defire to give unto God that whichis 
Gods, and unto Cefar that which is Cefars,and unto al] 
men that which belongeth unto them, endevouring our 
{elves to have alwayes a cleare confcience void of offence 
towards God,andtowards man. And ifany take this that 
we have faid, tobe herefie, then doe wee with the Apoftle 
freely confeffe, that after the way which they call herefie, 
worthip we the God of our Fathers, beleeving all wiry) A 
which are written in the Law and inthe Prophets and 


poftles, defiring from our foules to difclaime all heroics 
| | | an 


mit to the Magiftrate in & 


Rom,.13.5,6,7, 
Titus 

1 Pet.z. 13. 
6. 1,9 

Pet. 


34.14, 155 
46 


Tobns, 

2 Cor, 4-17: 

Tim.6, 4» Ss 
4 Coens. 585 


> 
Matth, 22. 21, 


Lord. 


The Faith. 


‘and opinions which are not after Chrift, and to be fted- 


faft, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the worke of the 
Lord, as knowing our labour fhall not be in vain in the 


r1Cor. 1. 24. 
Not that we have dominion over your fazth, but are kelpers of 
your joy: for by fasth we fland. | 
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